
 

FABIO CIAMBELLA – SLA 1 Syllabus AY 2023-2024 

AI and SLA – 6 CFU (Second semester) 

 

This year’s SLA course is aimed at developing MA students’ knowledge and competences in the 

relationship between Artificial Intelligence (AI) and language learning/teaching. It is articulated into 

2 Modules:  

1) Module A is dedicated to the main theories concerning Second Language Acquisition  

2) Module B focuses on the exploration of the role that AI can have when learning/teaching a 

Second Language, its limitations, and the risks students/teachers take when they use AI in 

their learning process and teaching practices respectively. Notions and concepts such as 

Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL), Natural Language Processing (NLP), Data-

Driven Learning (DDL), deep learning, and many others will be explored and discussed in 

class, with the aim of stimulating AI-based SLA (or Artificial Intelligence used in education, 

AIEd) awareness. In particular, ChatGPT will be taken as case study for the second part of 

the course as well as AIEd frameworks and tools applied to Error Analysis.   
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Assessment methods: 

MA students are free to choose between two different assessment methods: 

1) Project work/lesson plan + oral discussion (by the end of the course only) 

2) Written exam (during exam sessions) 

https://ijeltal.org/index.php/ijeltal/article/view/1387/pdf
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4488587
https://ijrah.com/index.php/ijrah/article/view/274/435
https://angl.winter-verlag.de/data/article/11071/pdf/92201014.pdf
https://research.usq.edu.au/download/7e191381e3e1c3623fa03bbfb930176dd64e03f6892f8c7192409285fa5e48ac/599422/Son_etal_AI_JCCALL_2023_online.pdf
https://research.usq.edu.au/download/7e191381e3e1c3623fa03bbfb930176dd64e03f6892f8c7192409285fa5e48ac/599422/Son_etal_AI_JCCALL_2023_online.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/23/15649
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/23/15649

